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Writing Time Gap to Earliest Manuscript | Number of Manuscripts Surviving
Plato 1,300 years 7

Homer's llliad 400 years 643

Caesar’s Gallic Wars | 1,000 years 10

Livy History of Rome | 400 years 27

Tacitus Annals 1,000 years 20

Thucydides’ History | 1,300 years 8

Herodotus’ History | 1,350 years g

New Testament  (

50 years )

(5700 )

5,700 refers to only the original-language Greek manuscripts—there exist between 20,000 and

25,000 ancient manuscripts of the New Testament in early translations to Syriac, Coptic, Latin,

Armenian, Georgian, and Gothic. There are three primary Greek manuscripts of the New Testament

from hundreds of years before the time of Muhammad. These are:

Statistics taken from: Josh McDowell, The New Evidence That Demands A Verdict (Nelson, Nashville, 1999) p.38.
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Author (Date) Gospels | Acts | PaulineEpistles | GeneralEpistles | Revelation | Totals
Justin Martyr

; _ 268 10 |43 6 3 330
(100-165)

Irenaeus

, , 1,038 194 | 499 23 65 1819
(€.125-202)

Clement (150-215) |1,107 44 (1,127 207 11 2,406
Origen (185-254) 9231 (349 (7,778 399 165 17,992
Tertullian (160-220) (3,822 | 502 | 2,609 120 205 7,258
Hippolytus

W , 734 42 | 387 27 188 1,378
(170-236)

Eusebius (263-339) 3,258 [211 | 1,592 88 27 5176
Of these witnesses who quoted the New Testament, many of them had met and knew the

apostles (Jesus’ twelve disciples) who had written the New Testament. For example Ignatius

(70-110) knew the apostles and guoted from half the books of the New Testament. Clement of

Rome (95) was a disciple of the apostles appointed by Jesus’ disciple Peter, and Polycarp

(70-156) was a disciple of Jesus’ disciple John. Though the New Testament has only 7,956

verses, there are 32,000 quotations of the New Testament in Christian writings from before the

Council of Nicea (325) alone, and many more from afterwards.7

See J, Harold Greenlee, Introduction to New Testament Textual Criticism. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 1977, p.54.
Quoted from “The Reliability of the New Testament Manuscripts” ESV Study Bible, (Crossway, Wheaton, 2008) p.2587.
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BIBLE

Message 2002 L

Holman 2004

TRANSLATIONS ESV 2001 g
i ——— REB 1992 CEV 19956 NLT 1996
NIV_1978-84 NKJV 1982 NRSV 1989-90
MODERN NASB 1971 Living 1971 GNBITEV 1976
ENGLISH [ (Jerusalem 1966 €24 NEB 1970 NAB 1970
{___RSV 1952 & Berkeley MLB '59 & Amplified 1965
| '
— A

{ American Standard 1901
English Revised Version 1881§

FEE AR
BRHRIR

KING JAMES 1611
(Revised 1769)

DOUAY
1682-1610

BISHOPS 1568 &
GENEVA 1560

%

GREAT 1539

MATTHEWS 1537
-

COVERDALE 1535
=

/

TYNDALE 1525

(wycLIFFE 1380 f

{ Ancient Versions

A

<

Ancient Copies i

" '@ Codex Alexandrinus 450
® Codex Sinaiticus 400
® Codex Vaticanus 340 A.D.

Original Manuscripts 1500 B.C. — 100 A.D.

Most Widely Sold in USA
NIV, NLT, KJV, ESV, Holman

First Bible taken to America
Geneva

First Bible printed in USA

KJV printed by
Robert Aitken, 1782

Dead Sea Scrolls and

manuscripts

Charted adapted, corrected and updated from Thompson Chain Reference Study Bible by David Ahl, 2015, www.BibleStudyMen.com



Types of Bible Translations

NASB - New American Standard Bible
AMP - Amplified Bible

ESV - English Standard Version

RSV - Revised Standard Version

KJV - King James Version

NKJV - New King James Version

.
N

—
,;T"i‘ . - _7‘\.‘
W 5 c “ . \\
p : ™

HCSB - Holman Christian Standard Bible
NRSV - New Revised Standard Version
NAB - New American Bible

NJB - New Jerusalem Bible

NIV - New International Version

TNIV - Today's New International Version
NCV - New Century Version

NLT - New Living Translation

NirV - New International Reader's Version
GNT - Good News Translation
(also Good News Bible)
CEV - Contemporary English Version
TLB - The Living Bible
MSG - The Message
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— King James Version
— NASB
— ESV

— NIV (but not 2011 version)
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— https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aleppo Codex

— http://www.aleppocodex.org/

Isaiah Scroll
— https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lsaiah Scroll

Dead Sea Scroll 4/ 5 &
— https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dead Sea Scrolls

— https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1Qlsab

— http://www.oc.org/big5 txt/bh0508.htm
— http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/

A
— https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew Bible
— https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/En-Gedi Scroll
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_Bible
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— https://bible.fhl.net/bible teach/apo/la-12.htm

— https://thebible.evangel.site/?gclid=EAlalQobChMIwIKI6Zqg
Z5AIVRaggWCh1KigPMEAAYASAAEg)Z8 D BwE

— http://www.sekiong.net/ASS-CH/CH12.htm

— http://christ.org.tw/bible and theology/Bible/Formation
of Canon.htm
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